
sAM pLjJMBinteryiews Moster Gedo chongone of the most respected Mosters

of Hapkrdo in the world.

MORE THAN three Years ago I
interviewed Chicago (USA) based

martial artist. Master Gedo Chang,

exclusively fot Fi ghters Magazine'

Since that time Master Chang has

become a regular visitor to Britain
and his reputation and influence has

grown tremendously throughout the

Uf. g. heads the World HaPkido

Union which has its headquarters in

Chicago. I decided it was again

time to invite Master Chang to give

an interview for the readers of
Fighters.

Sam Plumb: Of all the cities in

the USA, whY did You choose

Chicago as your headquarters?

Gedo Chang: I wanted to spread

Hapkido and its PhilosoPhY to as

many people as Possible and

Chicago is a big citY which is

ideally situated for this purpose'

SP: Why did You form the World

Hapkido Union? Was it a Political
move? Aren't there alreadY too

many HaPkido organizations?

GC: To me an "organization"
doesn't mean much' Beginning
students will be attracted to

organizations who advertise that

they are the biggest or the best. I
don't advertise. PeoPle who studY

martial arts should understand that

they shouldn't be bothered too

much about martial arts

organizations. TheY should be

co-ncerned about the instructor and

the quality of teaching.

SP: Do You have comPetitions or

tournaments in Your sYstem of
Hapkido?

GC: No. It is imPossible to
judge Hapkido evenlY and fairlY

because of its characteristics'
(Hapkido utilizes not only kicks and

strikes but also joint-locks, throws,

pressure point attacks and ground-

fighting).

SP: Can You tell us about the

.u alue of traditional martial arts?

GC: NowadaYs martial arts are

becoming commercialised and

coffupted. I f-eel sad about this'

Martial arts are becoming sPorts

and students are onlY concerned

about who is winning and who is

losing. They do not pay attention tcr

the philosophy of their martial art or

the rJiscipline it can ofler in their

daily lives.

AtarccentHapkictoseminarinNottinghamshire,MasterChangshowsstudentshowto'tiit 
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